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1 There was a certain man who was very I,
He was known as Lazarus from

WhnIch IS th

She anointed the Lord with

Oll and WIPEC

e hometown of Mary
Martha. 2 Mary did a beautifu

IS feet with her

Sethany,
and her sister

thing for Jesus.
a pleasant-smelling
nair. Her prother

| azarus became deathly Ill, 3 so the sisters

mmedagiate
said, "Lord,

4 Jesus neard the message.
end In his death but will bring great glory to

Jesus: HIs sickness will not

(G0d. As t

nese events unto

5 Jesus ¢

early loved Mary,

a, ir

Nar

y sent a message to Jesus which
the one You love Is very il

e Son of God will be exalteq.

ha, and Lazarus. 6 However, after receiving

this news, He waited two more days where He was.



Jesus (speaking to the disciples): 7 Itis time to
return to Judea.

Disciples: 8 leacher, the last time You were
there, some Jews attempted to execute You by
crusning You with stones. Wny would You go

back’?

Jesus: 9 There are 12 hours of daylight, correct? It anyone walks in the day,
that person does not stumble because he or she sees the light of the
world, 10 [t anyone walks at night, he will trip ana fall because he does not
nave the light within, 11 (Jesus briefly pauses.) Our friend Lazarus has gone
to sleep, so | will go to awaken nim.




Disciples: 12 Lord, If he Is sleeping, then he
will be all right.

13 Jesus used “sleep” as a metaphor for
deatn, but the disciples took HM literally and
did not understand. 14 Then Jesus spoke

plainly.

Jesus: Lazarus is dead, 15 and | am grateful for your sakes that | was not

there when he died. Now you will see and believe. Gather yourselves, and
et's go to nim.

Thomas, the Twin (to the disciples): 16 Let's go so we can die with Him.



1/7-18 As Jesus was approaching Betnany
(which Is apout 2.5km east of Jerusalem), He
heard that Lazarus had been in the tomb four
days. 19 Now many people had come to
comfort Mary and Martha as they mourned the
l0ss of thelr brother, 20 Martha went to meet
Jesus when word arrived that He was
approacning Bethany, but Mary stayed benind
at the house.

Martha: 21 Lord, If You had been with us, my brother would not have died.

22 BEven so | still believe that anything You ask of God will be done.




Jesus: 23 Your pbrother will rise to lite.

NMartha: 24 | know. e will rise again when
everyone IS resurrected on tne last day.

Jesus: 25 | am the resurrection and the source
of all lire: those who believe in Me will live even

N death. 260 Everyone who lives and pelieves in
Ve will never truly die. Do you believe this”?

Martha: 27 Yes, Lord, | believe that You are the Anointed, the Liberating
King, God’'s own Son who we have heard is coming into the worlad.




28 After this Martha ran home to Mary. Martha

(whispering to Mary): Come with me. The

leacher is here, and He has asked for you.

29 Mary did not waste a minute. She got up

and went 30 1o the same spot where Martha

had found Jesus outside the village. 31 The

people gathered In her home offering support

and comfort assumed she was going back to

the tomb to cry and mourn, so they followed her. 32 Mary approached
Jesus, saw Him, and fell at His feet.

Mary: Lord, It only You had been here, my brother would still be alive.

33 VWhen Jesus saw Mary's profound grief and the moaning and weeping
Of her companions, He was deeply moved by their pain in His spirit anc
was intensely troublea.




Jesus: 34 \Where have you laid his body”
Jews: Come and see, Lora.

30 As they walked, Jesus wept;



30 and everyone noticed how much Jesus
must have loved Lazarus. 37 But others were
skeptical.

[t this man can give sight to the blind, He coulo
have kept him from adying.

38 Then Jesus, wno was intensely troupled by
all of this, approached the tomb—a small cave

covered by a massive stone.
Jesus: 39 Remove the stone. Martha: Lord, he has been dead four days;

the stench will be unbearable. 40 Remember, | told you that it you believe,
you Wil see the glory of God 471 They removed the stone, and Jesus lifted
—is eyes toward heaven. “Father, | am grateful that You have heard Me. 42 |
<Now that You are always listening, out | proclaim it loudly so that everyone
nere Wil believe You have sent Me.”




A3 After these words, He called out In a
thunderous voice.

Jesus: Lazarus, come out!

44 Then, the man who was dead walked out of
NS tomb bound from head to toe in a burial
snroud.

Jesus: Untie him, and let him go.



45 As a result, many of the Jews who had
come with Mary saw what happened and
Sut some went to the

oelieved In HM. 40

doing. 47 As a resu

short notice—tne ¢
called a meeting of

(-\

{

ef

e

orests ano

~harisees 1o report what they witnessed Jesus
t of these reports—and on

Pharsees

Nigh councill,

~harisees: VWhat are we going to do about this man’? He Is performing

many miracles. 43 If we don't stop this now, every man, woman, and chilo

will believe In HmM. YO
He's mounting a revo

our nation.

U know what will happen next”? The
ution and will destroy our temple. It will be the end of

Somans will think



Calaphas, the High Priest T

have No Idea what you are talking abo

o0 what you don't unc

erstand i1s that r

nat yYear: 49 You

Ut

'S pbetter

for you that one man should die for the people
SO the wnhole nation won't perish.



Lazarus Jesus

Stone Stone

Central role of Women Central role of Women
Burial wrappings Burial wrappings
“Where have you laid him?”  “| don’t know where they have
Jesus asks Mary laid him”

Mary Magdalene to Jesus

Stone naturally moved Stone supernaturally moved
Grave clothes stayed on Grave clothes left behind
needed help to unwrap untouched
Brought back to the same Resurrected to a whole new
quality of life. quality of life.
Raised from death. Raised through death to life on

the other side.

Physically died again Defeated death permanently




571 His speech was more than it seemed. AS
Nigh priest that year, Caiaphas prophesiec
(without knowing it) that Jesus would die on
pbehalf of the entire nation, 52 and not just for
the children of Israel—He would die so al
God's children could be gathered from the four
comers of the world into one people. 53 In that

moment, they cemented their intentions to have Jesus executed.
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Prayer by Walter Bruegemann

We are strange mixtures of loss and hope.

As we are able, we submit our losses to you.
We know about sickness and dying,
about death and mortality,

about fallure and disappointment.
And now for a moment we do our
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AS we are able, we submit our hopes to you
We know about self-focused fantasy 1
and about notions of control.
But we also know that our futures
are out beyond us,
held In your good hand.

Our hopes are filled with promises of
well-being, justice and mercy. s

Move us this day beyond our fears and anxietie§

INto your land of goodness.
We walt for your coming; «
we pray for your Kingdom.

In the meantime, give us bread for the day.




