Further Study:

We read Jesus’ words of challenge: we must become like Jesus, follow his pattern.
Christlikeness must be our whole goal.

We cannot achieve this on our own. We must depend on Jesus. We need grace. Grace comes to the
humble.

Humility is the key to dependence. Pride creates independence. Independence from Jesus, the Head
and independence from the Church, his Body.

He calls us to a love that lays down its life, a humility that serves, and a willingness to be part of His
Body, having a healthy dependence on others.

Here are a few more Scriptures that bring this out (from www.biblegateway.com)

Call to humility:

Philippians 2:3-8

% Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

®In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very naturel® God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
" rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature™ of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!

Reliance on Jesus:

2 Peter 1:3

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

2 Corinthians 12:9

9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=phil+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=phil+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b

John 15:1-5

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunest so that it will be even more fruitful.
3You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. * Remain in me, as | also
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear
fruit unless you remain in me.

5“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.

Jesus the Head:

Colossians 1:15-23a

15The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstoorn over all creation. ® For in him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. " He is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 8 And he is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might
have the supremacy.

Being part of the Body:

1 Corinthians 12: 21-27

2! The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I
don’t need you!” 28 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part
rejoices with it.

2 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

(Following in that chapter: Gifts, and then the greatest is love in 1 Cor. 13)

The way of love (and its source):

1John 4:7-21

" Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

19We love because he first loved us.

John 15:13

13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26702a

Submission in relationships:

1 Peter 5:1-7

5 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who
also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care,
watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to
be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; ° not lording it over those entrusted to you,
but being examples to the flock. * And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the
crown of glory that will never fade away.

5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, because,

“God opposes the proud
but give grace to the humble.”

® Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.

Ephesians 5

5 ! Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the way of love, just
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Goes on with parallels between love/submission relationship between Christ and church/body
and husband and wife: “in the same way”

Letting each other into our messes:

James 5:13-16

13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of
praise. 1* Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and
anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. > And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick
person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. *¢ Therefore
confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of
a righteous person is powerful and effective.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+pet.+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30471a

Poem taken from book, “Praying God’s Word” by Beth Moore, p.59

My name is Pride. | am a cheater.

| cheat you of your God-given destiny...because you demand your own way.

| cheat you of contentment...because you “deserve better than this.”

| cheat you of knowledge...because you already know it all.

| cheat you of healing...because you’re too full of me to forgive.

| cheat you of holiness...because you refuse to admit when you’re wrong.

| cheat you of vision...because you’d rather look in the mirror than out a window.
| cheat you of genuine friendship...because nobody’s going to know the real you.
| cheat you of love...because real romance demands sacrifice.

| cheat you of greatness in heaven...because you refuse to wash another’s feet on
earth.

| cheat you of God’s glory...because | convince you to seek your own.
My name is Pride. | am a cheater.

You like me because you think I’'m always looking out for you. Untrue.
I’m looking to make a fool of you.

God has so much for you, | admit, but don’t worry...

If you stick with me

You’ll never know.



